
Today is March 15, 2019 - Day 10 of the Lenten Season 

 

It is also the “Ides of March” and my son, Michael’s birthday. 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when we travel 

the road with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the Grace 

of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings are: 

The Book of Ezekiel 18:21-28 (NIV) 

Gospel of Matthew 5:20-26 (NIV) 

 

I have selected the reading from the Gospel of Matthew: 

 

“For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, 

you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.  You have heard that it was said to the people long 

ago, ‘You shall not murder.  And anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’  But I tell you that 

anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.  Again, anyone who says to a 

brother or sister,  ‘Raca.’ is answerable to the court.  And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of 

the fire of hell.” 

 

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has 

something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  First go and be reconciled to them; then 

come an offer your gift.” 

 

“ Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court.  Do it while you are still together 

on the way, or you adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the 

officer, and you may be thrown into prison.  Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the 

last penny.” 

 

In this passage, Jesus is telling us is that we need to be concerned about our attitudes that people don’t 

see as much as our actions that are seen by all.  Yes, we need to keep the law but, even more so, the 

principles behind the Law.  We need to act out of love and obedience rather than just compliance. 

 

Our righteousness must: 1) come from what God does in us, not what we can do by ourselves, 2) be God-

centered, not self-centered, 3) be based on reverence for God, not approval from people, and 4) go beyond 

keeping the law to living by the principles behind the law. 

I have often wondered about the comparison of murder and anger.  Jesus’ point was that we should not 

allow ourselves to become angry enough to commit murder.  Anger, in this case, is a deep bitterness 

against someone.  It violates our commandment to love one another.  We are talking as much about 

“thought control” as much as “self-control”.  Jesus says that we will be held accountable, even for our 

attitudes. 

We should resolve a problem with a friend as soon as possible.  It’s all about relationships.  We can’t 

love God if we hate.  Most counselors advise spouses not to go to bed angry at each other, so the issue 

will not fester and deepen.  Cheryl and I followed this practice.  We had some sleepless nights. 

Here’s a thought.  Can you imagine at the worship service if just prior to the offering, we took a moment 

to seek out that person with whom we had a dispute and resolve it prior to placing our offering on the 

altar?  It would possibly be a very long worship service, wouldn’t it?  We need to have things right with 

our brothers and sisters before we stand before God. 

I pray that during this time of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


