
Today is March 20, 2019 - Day 15 of the Lenten Season 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when it is 

traveled with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the Grace 

of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

I am sorry that this is late today.  I was at an all-day School Business Official’s Conference.  Even 

though I am retired, if I want to maintain my state license, I must earn professional development points 

throughout the year.  It was a great conference.  The keynote speaker was Gov. Baker.  Very impressed 

with his understanding of education issues.  And in the evening I attended an important church 

meeting.  Everything went well. 

 

Today’s suggested readings are: 

 From the Book of Jeremiah (OT) 18:18-20 

In the first reading, the prophet, Jeremiah, was doing what God’s prophets do.  He was challenging the 

behavior of the Israelites because it was immoral and anti-social.  This included the king, court and 

Temple officials, the priests, the scribes and the wise men.  He was not afraid to give unpopular 

criticism.  So they chose not to obey his warnings and chose to silence him by killing him.  So the 

question for us is, “How do I respond to criticism?  I better listen carefully because God may be trying to 

tell me something. 

 

 From the Gospel of Matthew (NT) 20:20-28 

“Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of 

Him.  ‘What is it you want?’ He asked.  She said, ‘Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at 

Your right hand and the other at Your left in Your kingdom.’  ‘You don’t know what you are asking,’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?’  ‘We can,’ they answered.  Jesus said to 

them, ‘You will indeed drink from My cup, but to sit at My right or left is not for Me to grant.  These 

places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by My Father.’  When the ten heard about this, 

they were indignant with the two brothers.  Jesus called them together and said, ‘You know that the 

rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with 

you.  Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 

first must be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many.” 

 

The mother of James and John was being your typical helicopter parent.  The recent college admissions 

scandal also come to mind, so not much has changed.  The mom gave Jesus worship, but her motivation 

was to get something in return.  Unhappily, we fall into that trap as well, trying to play some sort of 

religious game expecting that God will give us something in return.  True worship and praise for Christ 

is for Who He is and what He has done for us.  As a parent, we need to pray that God’s will be done in 

our child’s life, no matter what that might be. 

 

Are we surprised that the other ten were angry?  If we had to guess, were they angry with the mom or 

the two sons?  After all, they each wanted to be the “favorite”.  Jesus put them in their place.  “The last 

shall be first and the first, last.”  Self-importance, ambition, or respect is not given authority; service to 

God and His creation are.  A true leader is a servant at heart.  This concept was hammered home in my 

Marine Corps Officer’s training.  “You take care of your men first.”  If you see something that needs to 

be done, do it!  Don’t wait to be asked.  That is what a “Good and Faithful” servant does. 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


