
Today is March 21, 2019 - Day 16 of the Lenten Season 

 

Good morning, All.  Today’s meditation is going to be a little different.  I believe that I have received a 

“poke in the ribs” from God.  I ask for His forgiveness as well as yours.  As most of you know, I subscribe 

to the UCC’s Daily Devotional and I have often found it inspiring and on point.  I try to share these with 

you by posting them on the Church’s Facebook page.  Some days I miss or forget.   

 

Here is today’s UCC Daily Devotional entitled “Let God Do the Talking” by Steven Liechty. 

 

“May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my 

rock and my redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

“Writing this devotion didn't start out so great.  I wrote about four incomplete versions of it, 

updated my computer, and got a couple of snacks before I realized something very important. 

 

I forgot to pray before I started writing—an especially rich irony considering this psalm.  I wish 

I could say it was the first time I've tried to be a messenger for God without consulting God in 

the matter, but it's not. 

 

There are the times I try to speak words of God's comfort to hurting loved ones without asking 

God what words those particular loved ones need to hear.  There are the times I try to protest 

injustices in a Micah 6:8 kind of way, but get caught up in what my Facebook followers would 

have me say instead of asking if God would have me say the same thing. 

 

So often, people with good intentions try to speak to or about the heart of God without seeking 

God.  It's so easy to posture ourselves as ready to speak about the gospel without interrogating 

the time we've spent with God to come to those conclusions. 

 

If you love someone and are asked to speak on their behalf, you don't speak for them without 

knowing their heart's desires. You build a relationship with them, and in the times you must 

intercede on their behalf, the foundations of that relationship inform your knowledge about 

what they'd have you to say. 

 

God is asking for relational intercession. Are you ready to give it? 

 

Prayer: Let the words of my mouth speak your gospel according to your promises and not 

according to my whims. 

 

WOW!!  Talk about being hit in the head with a 2x4!  “Pride goes before destruction, and a 

haughty spirit before a fall.”  Proverbs 16:18 (RSV). 

 

One of my Lenten goals was to read scripture and meditate daily for the season.  To force myself to do 

it, I decided to share with my church family.  I thought that this would be the incentive I needed to 

accomplish my goal.  And, I have been receiving some kind words of encouragement from my audience, 

and that helps me to continue.  BUT!  And, as Steven has written above, I left God completely out of the 

picture.  Why it never entered my mind that I should pray before I write, I do not know.  Pride is an 

insidious evil.  Today’s message was a “Duh!!” moment for me.  How could I be so stupid! 

 

Thank You, Lord, for sending Steven’s message to me.  It is a gentle reminder of Your blessedness and 

Your patience with me.  Thank you for filling me with Your grace.  Please help me to remember whose 

child I am.  Amen 

 

BTW:  The scripture readings for today are:  Jeremiah 17:5-10 (OT), and Luke 16:19-31 (NT) 


