
Today is March 24, 2019 - Day 19 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when it is 

traveled with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the 

Grace of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: (OT) The Book of Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 “Moses and the Burning Bush” 

   (NT) The Gospel of Luke 3:1-9 “Jesus Calls the People to Repent” 

   (NT) The First Letter of Paul to the Church at Corinth 10:1-6, 10-12) 

 

For today’s meditation, I have selected the reading from Paul’s 1st Letter to the Church at Corinth. 

 

“For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 

under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.  They were all baptized into Moses in the 

cloud and in the sea.  They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for 

they drank from the same spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.  

Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the wilderness.  

Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. 

 

“And do not grumble, as some of them did – and were killed by the destroying angel.  These things 

happened to them as examples and were written down for us, on whom the culmination of the ages 

has come.  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall!” 

 

Paul had heard that the Corinthians had fallen into disorder and divisiveness.  As part of the Body 

of Christ, we must be concerned with unity and order in our church, but we should not mistake 

cordiality for unity or inactivity for order. 

 

In this particular section, Paul is warning us to learn from the history of our ancestors.  Even though 

they all had equally received God’s mercies through food (manna), drink (water from the rock) and 

received direction (cloud during the day and a pillar of fire at night), the people complained bitterly 

and worshipped false gods.   

 

As the early Israelites were united into one nation under Moses, we have all been united as one 

through our baptism in Christ Jesus.  Just as the Israelites of old took God for granted, the 

Corinthians fell into the same trap.  I think it is human nature that we have a tendency to grumble a 

lot.  “Gee, that’s nice, but what have you done for me lately?”  We had a saying in the Corps, “A 

happy Marine is a complaining Marine (I cleaned it up).”  Can you imagine saying or thinking that in 

our relationship with God and Jesus?  We tend to look at what we don’t have.  It has to be very 

frustrating to God, our Father, to have to constantly deal with our ingratitude.  And yet, He Does!!  

That is the point of grace.  It is freely given to us.  We have not done anything to deserve it.  We have 

not earned it.  Repent and ask for God’s forgiveness.  God loves us!! 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


