
Today is March 25, 2019 - Day 20 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when it is 

traveled with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the 

Grace of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: (OT) The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 7:10-14 “The Sign of Immanuel” 

   (NT) The Gospel of Luke 1:26-38 “The Birth of Jesus Foretold” 

   (NT) Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 10:4-10 “Christ’s Sacrifice Once for All”  

 

This journey of faith that we are taking together has been fascinating for me.  On the days there are 

three suggested readings, I have begun to appreciate the context.  In the first reading, Isaiah is 

letting His people know that God is willing to give a “sign” as a show of faith, but Ahaz says, “No, I 

would not put the Lord to the test.”  This shows a lack of faith and confidence that God will keep His 

word.  Isaiah tells Ahaz of the sign of the Virgin Birth of Jesus. 

 

The second reading is one that we all know and love, “The Annunciation”.  Luke tells this narrative 

from the point of view of the young Jewish girl, Mary.  The betrothal process is a lengthy one.  Mary 

states the fact that she is a virgin and intends to remain so.  For her to become pregnant could result 

in her death by stoning.  “Nothing is impossible to God.”  She had faith and said, “I am the handmaid 

of the Lord, let what you have said be done to me (Luke 1:38).” 

 

The third reading is from Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews.  In “The Jerusalem Bible”, this section of his 

letter is entitled, “Summary: Christ’s Sacrifice Superior to the Sacrifices of the Mosaic Law”. 

 

“Bulls’ blood and goats’ blood are useless for taking away sins, and this is what He said on coming 

into the world: 

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation prepared for Me.  You took no pleasure in holocausts 

or sacrifices for sin; then I said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of the book, ‘God here I 

am!  I am coming to obey Your will.’ 

Notice that He says first: You did not want what the Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is: 

the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and You took no pleasure in 

them.  And then He says, Here I am, I am coming to obey Your will.  He is abolishing the first sort to 

replace it with the second.  And this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of His body made 

once and for all by Jesus Christ.” 

 

Animal sacrifices could not take away sins.  When the people gathered for the offering of sacrifices on 

the Day of Atonement (once a year), they were reminded of their sins, and if they were like me, they 

felt guilty all over again.  With Christ’s sacrifice for our sins, we don’t have to remember them.  They 

are gone, permanently washed away with Christ’s death and suffering.  Animal sacrifices were by 

their nature imperfect.  Christ is perfect.  Christ’s sacrifice is the only one that would be acceptable 

to God the Father.  We must come to Him in faith to be forgiven and following Him in loving 

obedience.  

 

Again, it is by God’s grace, freely given to us, by the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, that we are 

saved.  We have not done anything to deserve it.  We have not earned it.  God loves us!! 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


