
Today is March 26, 2019 - Day 21 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  We are over half way there.  I have enjoyed 

our journey together.  A life of faith can be sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  

However, through the Grace of God and the support of family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: (OT) The Book of the Prophet Daniel 3:25, 34-43 (RSV) – Catholic Edition 

   (NT) The Gospel of Matthew 18:21-35 (RSV) 

 

I have selected the reading from the Old Testament today, the Prophet Daniel: 

“Then Azariah stood and offered this prayer; in the midst of the fire he opened his mouth and said, 

‘For Your name’s sake do not give us up utterly, and do not break Your covenant, and do not 

withdraw Your mercy from us, for the sake of Abraham your beloved and for the sake of Isaac Your 

servant and Israel Your holy one, to whom You promised to make their descendants as many as the 

stars of heaven and as the sand on the shore of the sea.  For we, O Lord, have become fewer than any 

nation, and are brought low this day in all the world because of our sins.  And at this time there is no 

prince, or prophet, or leader, no burnt offering, or sacrifice, or oblation, or incense, no place to make 

an offering before you or to find mercy.  Yet with a contrite heart and a humble spirit may we be 

accepted, as though it were the burnt offerings of rams and bulls, and with tens of thousands of fat 

lambs; such may our sacrifice be in Your sight this day, and may we wholly follow You, for there will 

be no shame for those who trust in You.  And now with all our heart we follow You, we fear You and 

seek Your face.  Do not put us to shame, but deal with us in Your forbearance and in Your abundant 

mercy.  Deliver us in accordance with Your marvelous works, and give glory to Your name, O Lord!” 

 

This is the wonderful story of the fiery furnace.  King Nebuchadnezzar, in his anger has condemned 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to a fiery death in the furnace.  The furnace was heated to seven 

times its normal temperature.  The fire was so hot that the men who were tasked to throw the three 

into the furnace were themselves burnt up.  And we remember that the King, looking into the 

furnace sees four men standing amidst the fire and flames, talking, praying and singing.  Who was 

the fourth man?  Azariah.  It is presumed that he is an angel or a messenger from God.  This 

translation includes the prayer of that messenger. 

 

As a result of this miracle, the Jews, who were in captivity, were protected because of their faith in 

the One True God.  What do we take from this?  We must put our complete trust in God, not 51% or 

75%, or 95%.  No we must trust 100%, all the time.  God has His reasons for temporary trials.  Our 

destiny is in His hands.  Let us be confidant enough to be true to God no matter how difficult the 

trial or tribulation. 

 

Again, it is by God’s grace, freely given to us, by the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, that we are 

saved.  We have not done anything to deserve it.  We have not earned it.  God loves us!! 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


