
Today is March 27, 2019 - Day 22 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  We are just a little over half way there.  I 

have enjoyed our journey together.  A life of faith can be sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at 

times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: (OT) The Book of Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9 (RSV) 

“And now, O Israel, give heed to the statutes and the ordinances which I teach you, and do them; that 

you may live, and go in and take possession of the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, gives 

you.  But you who held fast to the Lord your God are all alive this day.  Behold, I have taught you 

statutes and ordinances, as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land 

which you are entering to take possession of it.  Keep them and do them; for that will be your wisdom 

and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 

‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’  For what great nation is there that has 

a god so near to it as the Lord our God to us, whenever we call upon Him?  And what great nation is 

there, that has statutes and ordinances so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?  

Only take heed, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things which your eyes have seen, 

and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life; make them known to your children and 

your children’s children.” 

 

   (NT) The Gospel of Matthew 5:17-19 

“And Jesus said, ‘Do not think I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish them but to fulfill them.  For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, 

not a dot, will pass from the law until it is all accomplished.  Whoever then relaxes one of the least of 

these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who 

does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

In the Old Testament, there were three categories of law: 

1. Ceremonial law – related specifically to Israel’s worship (See Leviticus).  To worship and love 

a holy God.  We are still bound by the principles of these laws.  

2. Civil law – applied to daily living in Israel (see Deuteronomy).  The principles behind the 

commands are timeless and should guide our conduct.  Jesus demonstrated by example. 

3. Moral Law – the direct command of God (i.e. the Ten Commandments).  These require strict 

obedience.  The moral law reveals the nature and the will of God.  Jesus obeyed the moral 

law completely. 

 

It is easy to tell others what to do to obey the laws.  But, what do you do? The Jewish leaders during 

Jesus time elevated their own man-made laws to the same level as God’s.  This made Jesus very 

angry and he rebuked them and called them hypocrites.  And to follow the direction of Moses in the 

Old Testament, we are to pass on the principles to our children and to our children’s children.  What 

have we taught our children?  Have we kept faith with our Lord and our God?  Lead by example. 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


