
Today is March 28, 2019 - Day 23 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  We are just a little over half way there.  I 

have enjoyed our journey together.  A life of faith can be sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at 

times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: (OT) The Book of Jeremiah 7:23-28 (RSV) 

(NT) The Gospel of Luke 11:14-23 (RSV) 

 

 

For today’s meditation, I have selected the reading from the Old Testament, the Prophet Jeremiah: 

 

“But this command I gave them, ‘Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My 

people; and walk in all the way that I command you, that it may be well with you.’  But they 

did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of 

their evil hearts, and went backward and not forward.  From the day that your fathers came 

out of the land of Egypt to this day, I have persistently sent all My servants the Prophets to 

them, day after day; yet they did not listen to me or incline their ear, but stiffened their neck.  

They did worse than their fathers.  So you shall speak all these words to them, but they will 

not listen to you.  You shall call to them, but they will not answer you.  And you shall say to 

them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God, and did not accept 

discipline; truth has perished; it is cut off from their lips.” 

 

I have to admit that I smiled an inward smile as I read this passage from Jeremiah.  I imagined that 

I was in this parent support group, and God is sitting there with us complaining bitterly about His 

children’s behavior.  There would be knowing heads nodding around the circle as we listen to God’s 

complaints. 

 

And then, I went back and reread the passage.  In actuality, Jeremiah was trying to explain to God 

the message he had sent to God’s people.  Jeremiah was feeling like an utter failure.  He was 

continually proclaiming the word of God.  It was just that they were not listening.  In God’s eyes, 

Jeremiah was a success because he obeyed God’s will and he was faithful to His Word.  Jeremiah’s 

message was one of repentance and if the people chose not to do so, there would be dire 

consequences.  Because of the rejected warnings, Jeremiah began to prophesy the destruction of 

Jerusalem in the later chapters of the book. 

 

Unruly children, what can you do with them?  You pray for them, you laugh with them, you cry with 

them, you cajole them, you tell them the truth, you forgive them, and you always, always love them.  

We are truly blessed by the Grace and the Love of God our Father.  Happy are we to be His children. 

 

So, as we read Jeremiah, feel his anguish concerning the message he must deliver, pray with him as 

he prays for those who refuse to respond to the truth, and follow his example of courage and faith. 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


