
Today is March 29, 2019 - Day 24 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  We are just a little over half way there.  I 

have enjoyed our journey together.  A life of faith can be sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at 

times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: (OT) The Book of Hosea 14:1-9 (RSV) 

(NT) The Gospel of Mark 12:28-34 (NIV) 

 

Hosea is one of the twelve books of the “Minor Prophets”.  This is not a critique of their importance 

in the Old Testament.  Rather, at the time, when the powers that be were considering what books to 

include, this group was classified as minor because they were short.  Their religious value is great.  

The suggested reading is entitled “A Plea for Repentance and a Promise.” 

 

The second reading from the Gospel of Mark is one we all know and love, “the Greatest 

Commandment.” 

 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.  Noticing that Jesus had given them a 

good answer, he asked Him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”  “The most 

important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength.’  The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no commandment greater 

than these.”  “Well said, teacher,” the man replied.  “You are right in saying that God is one and there 

is no other but Him.  To love Him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your 

strength, and to love your neighbor as yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and 

sacrifices.” 

 

Interesting fact:  A note from the Life Application Study Bible (12:28, pg. 1638):  “By Jesus’ time, the 

Jews had accumulated hundreds of laws (613 by one historian’s count).  Some religious leaders tried 

to distinguish between major and minor laws, and some taught that all laws were equally binding 

and that it was dangerous to make any distinctions.  This teacher’s question could have provoked 

controversy among these groups, but Jesus answer summarized all of God’s laws.” 

 

Can you imagine if there were smartphones back in Jesus’ time?  They might have asked “Siri” the 

question.  I would have to believe that the app program was huge.  So, Jesus condensed it to two 

things we have to remember.  When we are uncertain about something, we only have to remember 

two things, “Love God, and Love others.”  It is a rippling effect.  Our actions lead to our neighbors’ 

action that lead to our communities’ actions, that lead to state’s actions, that lead to nation’s actions, 

that lead to the actions of our world community.  It is scary, sometimes, when it becomes so simple.  

 

The story of Hosea is an interesting one.  He is faithful to God.  God told him to find a wife and that 

whosoever he chose; she would be unfaithful to him.  And Hosea would take her back after all the 

infidelities.  This was an apt description of how God felt in His relationship with Israel.  Hurt and 

betrayed, God still forgives and loves His ‘betrothed’, His people, His creation.  With sincerity, we 

must repent.  We cannot demand nor can we earn forgiveness.  Through God’s grace we are saved. 

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


