
Today is March 30, 2019 - Day 25 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  We are just a little over half way there.  I 

have enjoyed our journey together.  A life of faith can be sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at 

times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Suggested Readings: 

     (OT) The Book of Hosea 6:1-6 (NIV) “Israel Unrepentant” 

“Come. Let us return to the Lord.  He has torn us to pieces but He will heal us; He has injured us but 

He will bind up our wounds.  After two days He will revive us; on the third day He will restore us that 

we may live in His Presence.  Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on to acknowledge Him.  As 

surely as the sun rises, He will appear; He will come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains 

that water the earth.  What can I do with you, Ephraim?  What can I do with you, Judah?  Your love 

is like the morning mist, like the early dew that disappears.  Therefore, I cut you in pieces with My 

prophets, I killed you with the words of My mouth – then My judgments go forth like the sun.  For I 

desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt offerings.” 

 

Remember, the Israelites, unknowingly, were destined for exile again.  They had taken God’s mercy 

and forgiveness for granted.  “We just need to be “good” for several days and God will bless us.” They 

thought.  Little did they know?  Are we like the Israelites?  Do we “repent” easily without making 

sincere life-altering changes?  Do we value the eternal benefits that come from worshipping God?  

For God, “actions speak louder than words’” and He demands the utmost loyalty.  We need to ask 

ourselves, “Why do we worship? 

 

     (NT) The Gospel of Luke 18:9-14 (NIV) “The Pharisee & the Tax Collector” 

“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told 

this parable, ‘Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  

The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people – robbers, 

evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’  

But the tax collector stood at a distance.  He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 

said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 

justified before God.  For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 

themselves will be exalted.” 

 

We know people who are like the Pharisee.  He was a show-off, there to be seen.  Not so, the tax 

collector.  Self-righteousness is dangerous.  (“There, but for the grace of God, go I.”)  Which one are 

we?  Don’t let pride cut us off from God.  Every day, with sincerity, we must repent; we must humble 

ourselves.  It is not meant to be easy.  It is through God’s grace and forgiveness that we are saved. 

 

We are getting closer to the celebration of that great day of the Resurrection, Easter.  This morning, 

I realized that the 40 days of Lent calculation, traditionally, does not include Sundays.  However, I 

see no reason not to include Sundays, so we will be traveling together on our journey for 46 days, 

ending on Holy Saturday, April 20th.  

 

I pray that during this season of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


