
Today is April 1, 2019 - Day 27 of the Lenten Season 

 

“May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  We are just a little over half way there.  I 

have enjoyed our journey together.  A life of faith can be sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at 

times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Isaiah 65:17-21  “New Heavens and a New Earth”  

(NT) The Gospel of John 4:43-54  “Jesus Departs for Galilee and Heals an Official’s Son” 

 

The Gospel of John (RSV): “After the two days, He departed to Galilee.  For Jesus, Himself testified 

that a prophet has no honor in his own country.  So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed 

Him, having seen all that He had done in Jerusalem at the feast, for they too had gone to the feast.  So 

He came again to Cana in Galilee, where He had made the water into wine.  And at Capernaum there 

was an official whose son was ill.  When he heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went 

and begged Him to come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.  Jesus therefore said 

to him, ‘Unless you see signs and wonders you will not believe.’  The official said to Him, ‘Sir, come 

down before my child dies.’  Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your son will live.’  The man believed the word 

that Jesus spoke to him and went his way.  As he was going down, his servants met him and told him 

that his son was living.  So he asked them the hour when he began to mend, and they said to him, 

‘Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.’  The father knew that was the hour when Jesus said 

to him, ‘Your son will live;’ and he himself believed, and all his household.  This was now the second 

sign that Jesus did when He had come from Judea to Galilee.” 

 

I have to admit that I was looking forward to today’s readings because of the date; after all, April 1st 

is “April Fool’s Day”.  This is a day of pranks, of jokes, of good-hearted tomfoolery.   The news 

anchors on Channel 5 were forecasting 8” of snow! 

 

Today, John gives us a story of faith.  It is generally assumed that the official in this story is an 

official of King Herod’s court, many of who were enemies of Jesus.  Most of us are parents.  We can 

totally identify with the distraught father.  When we are confronted with a life-threatening situation 

for our child, or a loved one, we will do anything necessary, even to go to someone we may despise or 

hate, if that person can help our child. 

 

Today’s message is a test of our faith.  The official did not question what Jesus told him.  The official 

wanted Jesus to come with him to cure his son.  Jesus just said, “Go!  Your son lives.”  The father 

questioned nothing, but began his long journey home.  He had faith!  And that faith grew to his 

household, and I would have to think friends and neighbors as well. 

 

Are we a people of faith?  When we pray, do we really believe?  Do we act as if we believe, that what 

we have asked will happen?  Otherwise they are just words that sound nice but they are hollow 

words because we act as if we don’t believe. 

 

I am probably wrong, but I think this may be the only miracle that Jesus performs “long-distance.”  

Most of His miracles are up close and they usually involve personal contact.  Not so in this case.  

Jesus has mastery over space and time.  His miracles are NOT illusions.  So, this is no April Fool’s 

joke.  Faith is a gift in us that keeps growing stronger the more we use it. 

 

I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the grace of the Holy Spirit 

will lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


