
Today is April 3, 2019 - Day 29 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of the Prophet Isaiah 49:8-15 (NIV) “Restoration of Israel” 

(NT) The Gospel of John 5:17-30 (NIV) “Jesus Claims to be the Son of God” 

 

A reading from the Gospel of John:  So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jewish 

leaders began to persecute Him.  In His defense, Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at His work to 

this very day, and I, too, am working.”  For this reason they tried all the more to kill Him, not only was He 

breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God his own Father, making Himself equal to God.  Jesus 

gave them this answer, “Very truly I tell you, the Son of God can do nothing by Himself, He can do only 

what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.  For the Father loves 

the Son and shows Him all He does.  Yes, and He will show Him even greater works than these, so that you 

will be amazed.  For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to 

whom He is pleased to give it.  Moreover the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the 

Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  Whoever does not honor the Son does not 

honor the Father, Who sent Him.  Very truly I tell you, whoever hears My word and believes Him Who sent 

Me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.  Very truly I tell you, a 

time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear 

will live.  For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son also to have life in Himself.  And 

He has given Him authority to judge because He is the Son of Man.  Do not be amazed at this, for a time is 

coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out – those who have done what is 

good will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.  By Myself I can do 

nothing; I judge only as I hear, and My judgment is just, for I seek not to please Myself but Him Who sent 

me.” 

 

The Israelites of Isaiah’s time felt that God had abandoned them.  Isaiah is telling them that God would 

never forget them.  Jesus is coming.  When we feel God has forsaken us, we must ask ourselves if, perhaps, 

we have forgotten Him. 

 

I have been watching a series on the History Channel, “Jesus: His Life”.  It has been an excellent series so 

far.  There are two episodes remaining on the next two Monday evenings at 8:00pm.  It is presented from 

the point of view of those who knew Jesus best.  What I have appreciated the most is putting some 

“humanity” into the people we read about in the Scriptures.  I encourage you to catch the next two 

episodes. 

 

The selection from John is a continuation of yesterday’s story about the miracle at the pool.  Remember the 

big hang up for the Pharisees?  Jesus had performed a miracle on the Sabbath! Jesus was claiming to be 

the Son of God.  Caiaphas had a choice, believe Jesus or kill Him for blasphemy.  Jesus claimed to be the 

Messiah. 1) All power and authority had been given to Him by His Father, 2) He healed the sick and the 

lame, and 3) He raised the dead.  Did Caiaphas really have a choice?  He was trying to protect the Jewish 

people from the swift and deadly reprisals from the Romans.  Caiaphas chose not to believe. 

 

All of us will be resurrected.  Unbelievers see death as the end of everything.  Jesus tells believers AND 

unbelievers that there will be a judgment to face.  Jesus tells us to believe and follow His example that 

when an opportunity to do a good presents itself, we should do it, even if it is on the Sabbath.  Our 

judgment day is coming. 

 

I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the grace of the Holy Spirit will 

lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


