
Today is Friday, April 5, 2019 - Day 31 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Wisdom 2:1, 12-22 (RSV) Note: this book is not in the Protestant Bible 

(NT) The Gospel of John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 (RSV) 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John:  After this, Jesus went about in Galilee; He would not go about in 

Judea, because the Jews sought to kill Him.  Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand.  But after His 

brethren had gone up to the feast, then He also went up, not publicly but in private.  Some of the people of 

Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek to kill?  And here He is, speaking openly, and 

they say nothing to Him!  Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Christ?  Yet we know 

where this man comes from; and when the Christ appears, no one will know where He comes from. So Jesus 

proclaimed, as He taught in the Temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from?  But I have not 

come of My own accord; He Who sent Me is true; and Him you do not know.  I know Him, for I come from 

Him, and He sent Me.”  So they sought to arrest Him; but no one laid hands on Him, because His hour had 

not yet come.” 

 

As far as the Jewish leaders were concerned, Jesus was a blasphemer and they were trying to find a way to 

put Him to death.  That was the standard punishment for that sin.  So, Jesus was in danger (not really, 

because we know Who He is.), but even more so, His followers and believers were in danger as well.  It was 

not yet time according to the Father’s plan.  So, Jesus preached and taught out of the watchful eyes and 

ears of the Jewish leaders.  How blessed are we today in this country!  That we are allowed to practice our 

faith in Christ Jesus without fear of reprisal is a gift from God.  We have the privilege of teaching 

preaching, and worshipping publicly with little persecution.  Heavenly Father, we thank You for our 

country and the many blessings You have bestowed upon us.  Please continue to bless America and her 

people. 

 

So, the Jewish people are also questioning who Jesus is.  Is He a good man, a prophet, a deceiver?  Is He 

possessed by the devil?  Is He the Messiah (Christ)?  They are truly conflicted as to Who He is.  Like the 

Jewish people, we have to make up our minds as well.  Our decision has eternal consequences.   

 

I was intrigued by the two middle sentences in the reading.  “Christ” is another translation of “Messiah”.  

Some people were confused by the fact that the leaders really did not know who Jesus is.  Others were 

following the tradition that the Messiah would simply “appear”.  They knew where Jesus grew up.  This is 

the son of Joseph of Nazareth.  He can’t be the Messiah.  Those who believed this tradition were not paying 

attention to scriptures that predicted the birthplace of the Messiah. (Micah 5:2). 

 

Eventually we all have to answer the question that Jesus asks us, “Who do you say I am?”  People have 

been trying to answer that question for centuries.  It is all just a matter of faith. 

 

I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the grace of the Holy Spirit will 

lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


