
Today is Saturday, April 6, 2019 - Day 32 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Jeremiah 11:18-20 (RSV) “Jeremiah Prophecies Destruction” 

(NT) The Gospel of John 7:40-53 (RSV) “Religious Leaders Attempt to Arrest Jesus” 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John:  On hearing His words, some of the people said, “Surely this man is the 

Prophet.”  Others said, “He is the Messiah.”  Still others asked, “How can the Messiah come from Galilee?  

Does not Scripture say that the Messiah will come from David’s descendants and from Bethlehem, the town 

where David lived?”  Thus the people were divided because of Jesus.  Some wanted to seize Him, but no one 

laid a hand on Him.  Finally the temple guards went back to the chief priests and the Pharisees, who asked 

them, “Why didn’t you bring Him in?”  “No one ever spoke the way this man does, “ the guards replied.  “You 

mean he has deceived you also?” the Pharisees retorted.  “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed 

in Him?  No!  But this mob knows nothing of the law – there is a curse on them.”  Nicodemus, who had gone 

to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, “Does our law condemn a man without first 

hearing him to find out what he has been doing?”  They replied, “Are you from Galilee, too?  Look into it, 

and you will find that a prophet does not come from out of Galilee.”  Then they all went home, but Jesus 

went to the Mount of Olives. 

 

In the first reading, the people of Jeremiah’s hometown were plotting to kill him.  They had four reasons:  

economic, religious, political, and personal.  Jeremiah had two options, run and hide or trust in God.  Like 

Jeremiah, we have the same two choices when we are delivering the message of God’s grace and 

forgiveness.  Hiding compromises our message.  Calling on God lets Him reinforce His message through us.   

 

The selection from the Gospel of John continues our meditation from yesterday.  The people are conflicted 

about who Jesus is.  Even more so, the leaders and priests are just as conflicted.  They didn’t have “Google” 

back then.  As far as they were concerned, Jesus was a Galilean, so He couldn’t possibly be the Messiah.  If 

they only had www.ancestry.com, they would have known He was born of David’s lineage and in David’s 

town. 

 

What does this passage say to us?  When we search for God’s truth, we must search carefully, especially in 

this day of technology.  We should study the Bible thoughtfully and with an open mind and heart.  Try not 

to jump to conclusions until you have discovered the truth of the Bible. 

 

It is easy for us to fall into the trap of hypocrisy.  Especially these days, there is the tendency to dismiss or 

deride those that do not agree with us (may I say Washington”).  Be careful!  Remember God’s truth is 

available to all; there is no need for our self-centeredness and narrow attitudes.   

 

Nicodemus confronted the high priests and Pharisees with their own laws.  Remember that over the 

centuries this group had created many laws that were not God’s laws but man-made.  The leaders were 

losing face and their power and positions were being brought into question.  So, their pride forced them 

into a self-protection mode.  Jesus was going to get the confrontation that He needed so that He could 

complete His Father’s task.  Pray that we don’t fall into that same trap.  In humility, ask for God’s 

forgiveness so that He may shower us with His Blessings and Grace.  And we will have life eternal. 

 

I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the grace of the Holy Spirit will 

lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


