
Today is the Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 7, 2019 - Day 33 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Prophet Isaiah 43:16-21 (NIV) “God’s Mercy and Israel’s Unfaithfulness ” 

(NT) The Gospel of John 8:1-11 (NIV) “Jesus Forgives an Adulterous Woman” 

(NT) The Letter of Paul to the Philippians 3:8-14 (NIV) “Joy in Believing” 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John:  But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  At dawn He appeared again in 

the temple courts, where all the people gathered around Him, and He sat down to teach them.  The teachers 

of the Law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery.  They made her stand before the 

group and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery.  In the Law, Moses 

commanded us to stone such women.  Now what do You say?”  They were using the question as a trap, in 

order to have a basis for accusing Him. 

 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with His finger.  When they kept on questioning 

Him, He straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a 

stone at her.”  Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.  At this, those who heard began to go away 

one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.  Jesus 

straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”  “No one, sir, she 

responded.  “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared.  “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 

This is a time when it is nice to have a study Bible available for “the rest of the story”.  I am using the Life 

Application Study Bible 1997.  As I read this Scripture, I was wondering to myself, “Why did they not 

accuse the man as well?”  This is the note 8:3-6 in the Life Application Bible, page 1753:  

“The Jewish leaders had already disregarded the law by arresting the woman without the man.  

The law required that both parties to adultery be stoned.  (Leviticus 20:10, Deuteronomy 22:22)  

The leaders were using the woman as a trap so they could trick Jesus.  If Jesus said the woman 

should not be stoned, they would accuse Him of violating Moses’ Law.  If He urged them to execute 

her, they would report Him to the Romans, who did not permit the Jews to carry out their own 

executions (John 18:31).” 

 

This is about “judge not, lest you be judged”.  God requires us to show forgiveness, compassion and mercy.  

Unfortunately, we have a lot of opportunities to wag our heads and say “naughty, naughty!”  This is 

especially true on the Internet where we can vilify in anonymity.  And what about “gossip?”  Do we fall 

victim to the easy ability to pass on some little tidbit about friends and acquaintances that may not be true, 

or if true, still are hurtful and mean spirited?  Jesus stands ready to forgive any sin in our life, but we must 

repent and ask for forgiveness.  This means a change of heart.  With God’s help we can accept Christ’s 

forgiveness and stop our wrongdoing.  Remember, though, that God knows our heart.  We cannot hide.  

Like the leaders who snuck away, we all have our sins to bear.  No matter our age, we should take a close 

look at our life.  It is God’s role to judge, not ours.  We should recognize our sinful nature and look for ways 

to help others rather than hurt them.  

 

I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the grace of the Holy Spirit will 

lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


