
Today is Monday, April 8, 2019 - Day 34 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Daniel 13:41-62 (RSV – Catholic Edition) “Daniel Rescues Susanna”  

(NT) The Gospel of John 8:12-20 (NIV) “Jesus is the Light of the World” 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John: When Jesus spoke again to the people, He said, “I am the light of the 

world.  Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  The Pharisees 

challenged Him, “Here You are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”  Jesus 

answered, “Even if I testify on My own behalf, My testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and 

where I am going.  But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.  You judge by human 

standards; I pass judgment on no one.  But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone.  I 

stand with the Father, Who sent Me.  In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is 

true.  I am one Who testifies for Myself; my other witness is the Father, Who sent Me.”  Then they asked Him, 

“Where is Your Father?”  “You do not know Me or My Father,” Jesus replied.  “If You knew me, you would 

know My Father also.”  He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the 

offerings were put.  Yet, no one seized Him, because His hour had not yet come. 

 

Darkness, the evil of sin, cannot overcome God’s Light.  Jesus’ life brings light to man.  He lights our way 

on this path of life so that we may not stumble and lose our way in the darkness of sin.  In what ways have 

we allowed God’s light to show us the way? 

 

Remember as the Israelites wandered in the desert those so many years, they were guided at night by the 

pillar of fire.  This light signified God’s presence with His chosen people.  The pillar signified God’s 

presence, guidance and protection.  Is Jesus the light of our world? 

 

Finally, Jesus was talking about the Law of two witnesses (Deut. 19:15), One witness is not enough to 

convict anyone accused of any crime or offense they may have committed.  A matter must be established by 

the testimony of two or three witnesses.  The suggested reading from Daniel is about a young wife who is 

accused by two elders of adultery because she refused to sleep with them.  If she had agreed to their 

request, she would have been stoned to death.  She chose to refuse and thus be falsely accused by them.  

She trusted in her Lord.  Daniel comes to her rescue by cross-examining the two elders.  They were caught 

in their lies and Susanna was saved.  

 

The Pharisees did not know what to make of Jesus.  They thought that He was crazy or a liar.  They did 

not consider the third alternative, He was telling the truth.  He is the Messiah and Lord.  His confirming 

witnesses were Himself and His Father, God Himself.  We have to keep an open mind as we seek out 

Jesus, Who He is.  Then we will know the truth that He is the Messiah and Lord. 

 

I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the grace of the Holy Spirit will 

lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


