
Today is Tuesday, April 8, 2019 - Day 35 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Numbers 21:4-9 (NIV) “The Bronze Snake”  

(NT) The Gospel of John 8:21-30 (NIV) “Jesus Warns of Coming Judgment” 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John: Once more, Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for 

Me, and you will die in your sin.  Where I go, you cannot come.”  This made the Jews ask, “Will He kill 

Himself?  Is that why He says, “Where I go, you cannot come?”  But He continued, “You are from below; I am 

from above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world.  I told you that you would die in your sins; if you 

do not believe that I am He, you will indeed die in your sins.”  “Who are You?” they asked.  “Just what I have 

been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied.  “I have much to say in judgment of you.  But He Who 

sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from Him I tell the world.”  They did not understand that He 

was telling them about His Father.  So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will 

know that I am He and that I do nothing on My own but speak just what the Father has taught Me.  The 

One Who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.”  Even as He 

spoke, many believed in Him. 

 

In the late 50’s and early 60’s. once a month, my Mom and Dad would pile all of us kids (7-8) into our 

station wagon with the rear-facing seat for the hour and a half drive (McGraw, NY to Elmira, NY) to see 

Grandma Schaefer and my Aunts Mae, Anna, and Gussie (Augusta).  If we were lucky, we got to see our 

other aunts, uncles and cousins.  For those that know the Finger Lakes area of NYS, it is all two-lane 

highway going hither, thither and yon among the many small villages.  “Are we there yet, Daddy?  Are we 

almost there, Mommy?  I’m hungry?”  Parents, you know what I am talking about. 

 

Well, the Book of Numbers is the same story, sort of.  Numbers tells the story of how Israel prepared to 

enter the Promised Land, how they sinned and were punished, and how they prepared to try again.  In 

14:22-23, God says, “Not one of those who saw my glory and the signs I performed in Egypt and in the 

wilderness but who disobeyed Me and tested Me ten times – not one of them will ever see the land I 

promised on oath to their ancestors.  No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it.” 

 

So, God sends poisonous snakes among them.  Many die.  Once they realized their sins, they asked Moses 

to intercede with God to take away the snakes.  God tells Moses to fashion a bronze snake and attach it to 

a pole.  Anyone who gazed upon the bronze snake would then live.  This is the precursor to Jesus’ death on 

the Cross. 

 

“No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven – the Son of Man.  Just as Moses 

lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may 

have eternal life in Him.” (John 13-15)  We will die in sin, if we reject Christ, if we deny the reality of the 

Cross.  He died that we may live.  There is no way to dance around the sacrifice that Jesus made on our 

behalf.  So, we should not focus on worldly values and miss what is most precious to us – eternal life with 

God.   

 

Let us pray.  Jesus, help me to not look away from your pain and suffering.  I know that it is for my sins 

that You gave up Your life for me.  I am so, so sorry for my sins.  Please forgive me.  Help me to know Your 

love and mercy.  Amen. 

  

As we near Easter Week, I pray that our faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will grow and the 

grace of the Holy Spirit will lift us up as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 


