
Today is Friday, April 12, 2019 - Day 38 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Jeremiah 20:10-13 (NIV) “Jeremiah and Pashur”  

(NT) The Gospel of John 10:31-42 (NIV) “Religious Leaders Surround Jesus at the Temple” 

 

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah: I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side!  Denounce him!  Let’s 

denounce him!”  All my friends are waiting for me to slip, saying, “Perhaps he will be deceived; then we will 

prevail over him and take our revenge on him.”  But the Lord is with me like a mighty warrior, so my 

persecutors will stumble and not prevail.  They will fail and be thoroughly disgraced; their dishonor will 

never be forgotten.  Lord Almighty, you who examine the righteous and probe the heart and mind, let me see 

your vengeance on them, for to you I have committed my cause.  Sing to the Lord!  Give praise to the Lord!  

He rescues the life of the needy from the hands of the wicked. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John: Again, his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus 

said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father.  For which of these do you stone me?”  

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, 

claim to be God.”  Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”?  If he 

called them ‘gods’, to whom the word of God came – and Scripture cannot be set aside – what about the one 

whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world?  Why then do you accuse me of 

blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?  Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father.  But if I 

do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the 

Father is in me, and I in the Father.”  Again, they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.  Then Jesus 

went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the early days.  There he stayed, 

and many people came to him.  They said, “Though John never performed a sign, all that John said about 

this man was true.”  And in that place many believed in Jesus. 

 

Pashur was to Jeremiah as Caiaphas was to Jesus.  As the official in charge of the temple of the Lord, he 

did not appreciate the messages received from this prophet of God, Jeremiah.  So, Jeremiah was beaten 

and put in prison.  The reading is a portion of Jeremiah’s lamentation to the Lord.  Out of his despair he 

seeks revenge on his persecutors.  For awhile, Jeremiah stops sharing God’s message, but the message of 

forgiveness and repentance wells up in him, so much so that he cannot help himself, and he continues to be 

God’s messenger.  Are there times when we have felt compelled to share God’s message of forgiveness with 

others, no matter the results? 

 

In the selected passage from the Gospel of John, we learn two things.  First, Jesus affirms, “I and the 

Father are One.” (John 10:30)  There is no equivocation here!  There can be no misunderstanding!  The 

question on the floor is, “Is it blasphemy?”  Secondly, Jesus states, ”Scripture cannot be set aside.” (John 

10:35).  Jesus constantly uses Scripture to support His claims, much to the consternation of Caiaphas and 

the others.  Any good debater knows that you have to know your sources.  What better source than God, 

the Father, God the Creator!  However, Jesus’ words fall on deaf ears, and they refuse the logic of His 

argument.  If we accept Jesus as Lord, we must also accept His testimony to the Bible as God’s Word. 

 

We are getting closer to Holy Week.  Just as Jeremiah lamented, Jesus cried out on the cross, “Eli!  Eli!  

Lama Sabachthani!” “My God!  My God!  Why have You forsaken me?”  We know that we will be lifted up 

on that last day and death will have no dominion over us.  Let us pray that our faith in our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, will strengthen us in times of hardship and the grace of the Holy Spirit will lift us up 

as we prepare for the celebration of the Resurrection.  Amen. 

 


