
Today is Saturday, April 13, 2019 - Day 39 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Ezekiel 37:21-28 (NIV) “One Nation Under One King” 

(NT) The Gospel of John 11:45-57 () “The Plot to Put Jesus to Death” 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John: Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what He did, believed in Him; but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done.  

So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council, and said, “What are we to do?  For this man 

performs many signs.  If we let Him go on like this, every one will believe in Him, and the Romans will come 

and destroy both our holy place and our nation.  But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, 

said to them, “You know nothing at all; you do not understand that it is expedient for you that one man 

should die for the people, and that the whole nation should not perish.”  He did not say this of his own 

accord, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, and not for the 

nation only, but to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad.  So from that day on they 

took counsel about how to put Him to death.  Jesus therefore no longer went about openly among the Jews, 

but went from there to the country near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim; and there he stayed with 

the disciples.  Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem 

before the Passover, to purify themselves.  They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they 

stood in the temple, “What do you think?  That He will not come to the feast?”  Now the chief priests and the 

Pharisees had given orders that if any one knew where He was, he should let them know, so that they might 

arrest Him. 

 

Depending on the translation you use for the Bible, there are differing words to describe various groups.  I 

always get confused, so I thought that I would do a deep dive on the groups.  There were three main Jewish 

political and religious movements during Jesus’ time: 

 

Essenes:  The Essenes meticulously observed the Law of Moses, the Sabbath, and ritual purity. They also 

professed belief in immortality and divine punishment for sin. But, unlike the Pharisees, they denied the 

resurrection of the body and refused to immerse themselves in public life. 

 

Pharisees:  “Pharisee” means separated one.”  The Pharisees believed in resurrection.  They acknowledged 

the notion of spirits and angels.  The Pharisees believed that God would send the Jews a messiah who 

would bring peace to the world and rule from Jerusalem. They also believed that all circumstances that 

affected the lives of Jews were divinely ordained.  The Pharisees were more religiously committed to 

keeping the statutes of the Oral as well as Written Law, and regularly took part in traditional forms of 

worship in the temple. They rejected foreign ideologies and philosophies such as Hellenism, and created 

numerous laws to keep the Jews from interacting with gentiles on a daily basis. 
 

Sadducees:  They had a conservative outlook and accepted only the written Law of Moses.  They did not 

believe that man could experience resurrection after physical death.  They rejected the notion of spirits and 

angels.  They incorporated the concept of free will into their understanding of the Mosaic Law. They 

endeavored to preserve their priestly caste, and actively took part in political discourse to maintain their 

influence over their fellow Jews 

 

Sanhedrin:  The Sanhedrin ("sitting together," hence "assembly" or "council") were assemblies of either 

twenty-three or seventy-one rabbis appointed to sit as a tribunal in every city in the ancient Land of Israel.  

There could be Pharisees and Sadducees in the council. 

 

 



The selection from Ezekiel is talking about God’s promise about the restoration of Israel.  But, even more 

so, He is talking about the restoration of a new spiritual life for all people, not just Israel.  It is the 

cleansing of our hearts and minds by God’s Spirit. 

 

This selection of the Gospel of John is very telling.  The fear that the Jewish leaders had of the Romans 

was palpable and real.  The Empire was vicious when it came to subjugating conquered nations.  Any 

excuse for reprisals was taken.  As long as the Jews remained quiet, docile and obedient, Rome would leave 

them alone.  However, this Jesus was beginning to rattle cages and calling attention to Himself.  And the 

Jews concept of the Messiah was more as a revolutionary king who would overthrow their oppressors.  

Fear and even more so, pride, hardened their hearts when the time came to choose.  We all have the same 

choice, to believe or not to believe in Jesus. 

 

As we get closer to Holy Week, let our prayer be, “Lord, Jesus, I believe.  Help my unbelief!  Amen.” 

 


