
Today is March 9, 2019 - Day 4 of the Lenten Season 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when we travel 

the road with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the Grace 

of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

A Reading from the Old Testament, the Book of Isaiah; 58:9-14 (NKJV) 

“Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am’.  If you take 

away the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness, if you extend your 

soul to the hungry and satisfy the afflicted soul, then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your 

darkness shall be as the noonday.” 

 

“The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought and strengthen your bones; you 

shall be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.  Those among you 

shall build the old waste places; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; and you shall be 

called the Repairer of the Breach, the Restorer of Streets to Dwell In.” 

 

“If you turn away your foot from the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy day, and call the 

Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord honorable, and shall honor Him, not doing your own ways, 

nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your own words, then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; 

and I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, and feed you with the heritage of Jacob, your 

father.  The mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 

Today’s first reading from Isaiah repeats the admonition from yesterday.  Our good deeds must be 

grounded in faith in Christ.  Fasting benefits us alone.  God wants us to go beyond our own personal 

growth to acts of kindness, charity, justice and generosity.  And, we must observe the Sabbath.  It gives 

us the chance to refresh ourselves both spiritually and physically.  We gather together to worship and 

reflect on God without the stress of our daily lives.  

 

A Reading from the New Testament, the Gospel of Luke; 5:27-32 (NIV) 

“After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his tax booth.  ‘Follow 

Me,’ Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left everything and followed Him.  Then Levi held a great 

banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them.  But 

the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to His disciples, ‘Why do 

you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?’  Jesus answered them, ‘It is not the healthy who need 

a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” 

 

Can you imagine?  Really, think about it.  You are busy with your daily routine and a man comes up to 

you and says, “Come, follow Me.”   And you immediately stop whatever you were doing and go with 

Him.  Even more astonishing, you invite your friends and neighbors to a backyard barbecue so they, too, 

can meet Him.  And, there will be others who, from afar, will say to each other, “Will you look at that!  

Who do they think they are?  We would never be caught associating with them!” 

 

I like to think that (and I fully understand that Jesus can change a heart in an instant) Levi had been 

attending earlier gatherings where our Lord was teaching.  Perhaps he had seen Jesus perform a 

miracle or two. Levi’s heart was prepared for the “ask”.  When the time came, he said, “Yes.”  And, not 

only a “Yes,” but with so much exuberance that he wanted to share Jesus with his friends and 

neighbors. 

 

Is that not our calling?  To share the Good News of our salvation through our Lord’s death and 

resurrection with not only our family, friends and neighbors, but with the whole world.  Let’s have a 

celebration and invite all those you know to come. 

I pray that during this time of Lent that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you to peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


