
Today is Palm (Passion) Sunday, April 14, 2019 - Day 40 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  I am enjoying our journey together.  A life of faith 

is sometimes lonely, and the way difficult at times.  However, through the Grace of God and the support of 

family and friends, we will all get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Prophet Isaiah 50:4-7 (RSV) “The Sufferings of the Servant” 

(NT) The Gospel of Luke 23:1-49(RSV) “The Passion and Death of Jesus” 

(NT) The Letter of Paul to the Philippians 2:6-11 (RSV) “Imitating Christ’s Humility” 

 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I 

may know how to sustain with a word him that is weary.  Morning by morning he wakens, he wakens my 

ear, and I was not rebellious, I turned not backward.  I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks 

to those who pulled out the beard; I hid not my face from shame and spitting.  For the Lord God helps me; 

therefore I have not been confounded; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I will not be 

put to shame; 

 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians: Who, though He was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men.  And being found in human form He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, 

even death on a cross,.  Therefore, God has exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every 

name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

It is interesting to note that while the day is identified as “Palm Sunday”, which signifies the triumphant 

entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem at the beginning of Passover week, the readings are of a more somber 

and serious nature.  Isaiah foretells the suffering of the Christ, the sacrificial lamb.  The selection from 

Luke describes the passion of Jesus, beginning with the trial before Pilate, then to King Herod, and then 

back to Pilate, who finally sentences Jesus to death.  Then there is a short description of the Crucifixion 

and then, the death of Jesus.  Matthew 27, Mark 15, and John 16 provide more descriptions from differing 

points of view.  All say the same thing, “Jesus was sacrificed for our sins so that we might have eternal 

life!”  How great a gift is that! 

 

Please bear with me for now I am traveling down memory lane.  Paul’s writing quoted above.  “…That at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow…” bothers me.  I remember the 2nd Commandment, “Thou shalt 

not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.”  Growing up, I don’t remember any of my brothers and 

sister (7) being allowed to violate the 2nd Commandment.  We were raised to be respectful and reverent, 

especially when it came to matters of church and religion.  I remember having to bow my head anytime I 

said or heard, “Jesus,” in a prayer.  That was usually in church.  However, when my mom was angry with 

us depending on the infraction, we might hear, “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph!” or a “God damn it!”  When I 

became a parent, I was known to utter the same “prayers”.  Just ask my boys.  In the small village in 

upstate New York where I grew up, there were no boys with the name Jesus.  The first other Jesus I ever 

knew was Jesus Alou who played for my San Francisco Giants.  The Alou brothers were all great ball 

players. 

 

Where are we today?  Unfortunately, “Jesus” is as common an epithet as you will hear.  It rolls off the 

tongue when someone stubs their toe, or is surprised or is startled.  I would like to see our reverence for 

Jesus and His Sacrifice come back, so much so, “…That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow…” 

 

God, You so loved the world that You sacrificed Your Son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of our sins so that we 

might have eternal life.  Thank you, heavenly Father, for Your Precious Gift to us.  Amen. 


