
Today is Monday of Holy Week, April 15, 2019 - Day 41 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for accompanying me on our journey of faith.  Depending on your tradition, Yesterday began 

with the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and we read about the Passion of Christ.  If possible, I 

would encourage you to read the four Gospels of the Passion of Christ, Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and 

John 16.  This is a solemn week for all Christians, as Jesus leads us to the Cross and our salvation. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Prophet Isaiah 42:1-7 (NIV) “The Lord’s Servant” 

(NT) The Gospel of John 12:1-11(NIV) “A Woman Anoints Jesus With Perfume” 

 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; 

I will put My Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.  He will not shout or cry out, or raise 

his voice in the streets  .A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.  Inn 

faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.  

In his teaching the islands will put their hope.”  This is what God the Lord says – the Creator of the heavens, 

who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth with all that springs forth from it, who gives breath to its 

people, and life to those who walk on it, “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of 

your hand.  I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to 

open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in 

darkness.” 

 

A Reading from Gospel of John: Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, 

whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor.  Martha served, while 

Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with Him.  Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an 

expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped His feet with her hair.  And the house was filled 

with the fragrance of the perfume.  But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray Him, 

objected, “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor?  It was worth a year’s wages.”  He 

did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as a keeper of the moneybag, he 

used to help himself to what was put into it.  “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied.  “It was intended that she 

should save this perfume for the day of my burial.  You will always have the poor among you, but you will 

not always have me.”  Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only 

because of Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.  So the chief priests made plans 

to kill Lazarus as well, for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus and believing in 

him.” 

 

The reading from Isaiah describes the character of the Messiah: gentleness, encouragement, justice and 

truth.  The totality of the Messiah’s mission is to save not only the Chosen People, but also all nations.  We 

have been given the opportunity to participate in that mission.  What a privilege it is to assist in the 

completion of that mission!  Remember the children’s song, “This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it 

shine!” 

 

The reading from the Gospel of John has its twists and turns.  Mary’s act was a public declaration of her 

belief that Jesus is the Messiah.  Judas’ mind was in the right place, but his heart was elsewhere.  And 

Jesus’ response is a heart stopper.  I wonder if His answer silenced the room?  Did they have any clue that 

His death was imminent?  I don’t think so.  Another interesting question:  Tucked away in this reading is 

the plot to kill Lazarus.  Who remembers this?  Why are there no stories of what Lazarus experienced 

while dead?  Whatever happened to Lazarus?  Google “Lazarus”.  You may be surprised at what you find. 

 

Our God in Heaven, You so loved the world that You sacrificed Your Son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of our 

sins so that we might have eternal life.  Thank you, Father, for Your Precious Gift to us.  Amen. 


