
Today is Wednesday of Holy Week, April 17, 2019 - Day 43 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for accompanying me on our journey of faith.  Depending on your tradition, Yesterday began with 

the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and we read about the Passion of Christ.  If possible, I would 

encourage you to read the four Gospels of the Passion of Christ, Matthew 27, Mark 15, Luke 23, and John 

16.  This is a solemn week for all Christians, as Jesus leads us to the Cross and our salvation. 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Prophet Isaiah 50:4-9 (NIV) “Israel’s Sin and the Servant’s Obedience” 

(NT) The Gospel of Matthew 26:14-25(RSV) “Judas Agrees to Betray Jesus, The Passover with the Disciples 

 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: The Sovereign Lord has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the 

word that sustains the weary.  He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being 

instructed.  The Sovereign Lord has opened my ears; I have not been rebellious, I have not turned away.  I 

offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face 

from mocking and spitting.  Because the Sovereign Lord helps me, I will not be disgraced.  Therefore have I 

set my face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame.  He who vindicates me is near.  Who then will 

bring charges against me?  Let us face each other!  Who is my accuser?  Let him confront me!  It is the 

Sovereign Lord who helps me.  Who will condemn me?  They will wear out like a garment; the moths will eat 

them up.” 

 

Yes, we have seen the reading from Isaiah before.  It was the Palm Sunday Old Testament Reading.  Why 

did the compiler select this reading?  I think that he/she is trying to convey the daily conversations that 

Jesus had with His Father.  Jesus knew He had to abide by the Will of His Father, even to beatings, even to 

shame, even to death on a cross.  He knew that His Father would not disgrace Him, but vindicate Him.  Like 

Jesus, in faith, we can say, “With God on my side, who can stand against us?”  We must come to understand 

that it is not by our will alone that we will prevail. 

 

The second reading opens with the decision of Judas to betray Jesus.  Why?  How could a disciple turn 

traitor?  It is an answer that only Judas and Jesus know for sure.  All we have is speculation.  Judas was the 

treasurer to the disciples.  His responsibility was to take care of the funds.  There are stories that he dipped 

into the fund to pay for personal things.  Once Judas realized that the Messiah would rule a spiritual 

kingdom and not an earthly one, he saw his source of money and power going away.  Perhaps.  In the end, 

Judas realized what he had done, and in despair he killed himself.  He lost the opportunity to ask for 

forgiveness. 

On the other hand, consider Peter.  Peter denied Jesus, not once but three times.  However, Peter was given 

the opportunity to repent and ask for forgiveness, which was granted with a warm hug and embrace from 

Jesus (Thank you, History Channel!)  At least, that is how I hope that it happened.  We have the example of 

the Prodigal Son who is forgiven and receives a warm embrace from his father.  There was a picture on 

Facebook a couple of months ago that melted my heart.  It is entitled “First Day in Heaven – I Held Him and 

Would Not Let Him Go.”  I recommend that you search out that print.  It will make your day. 

 

We thank you for the opportunities to learn more about Your Son, Jesus Christ, by inspiring us to tell His 

story in ways that are meaningful and inspirational.  We pray that our hearts will be strengthened and our 

faith made strong as we meditate on His life as we learn about Your Son.  And we look forward to that day 

when we will be welcomed with a smile and to be held in His loving arms. 

 

Our God in Heaven, You so loved the world that You sacrificed Your Son, Jesus, for the forgiveness of our 

sins so that we might have eternal life.  Thank you, Father, for Your Precious Gift to us.  Amen. 


