
Today is March 13, 2019 - Day 8 of the Lenten Season 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when we travel 

the road with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the Grace 

of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Today’s suggested readings are from The Jerusalem Bible: 

 

Jonah 3:1-10  “The Conversion of Nineveh and God’s Pardon” 

 

“The word of Yahweh was addressed a second time to Jonah: ‘Up!’ He said.  ‘Go to Nineveh, the great 

city, and preach to them as I told you to.’  Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to the word of 

Yahweh.  Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare; it took three days to cross it.  Jonah went on 

into the city, making a day’s journey.  He preached in these words, ‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is 

going to be destroyed.’  And the people of Nineveh believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest to the least.  The news reached the king of Nineveh, who rose from his throne, 

took off his robe, put on sackcloth and sat down in ashes.  A proclamation was then promulgated 

throughout Nineveh, by decree of the king and his ministers, as follows: ‘Men and beasts, herds and 

flocks, are to taste nothing; they must not eat, they must not drink water.  All are to put on sackcloth and 

call on God with all their might; and let everyone renounce his evil behavior and the wicked things he 

has done.  Who knows if God will not change His mind and relent, if He will not renounce His burning 

wrath, so that we do not perish?’  God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behavior.  And God 

relented; He did not inflict on them the disaster which He had threatened.” 

 

Luke 11:29-32  “The Sign of Jonah 

 

“The crowds got even bigger and He addressed them, ‘This is a wicked generation; it is asking for a sign.  

The only sign it will be given is the sign of Jonah.  For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so 

will the Son of Man be to this generation.  On Judgment Day the Queen of the South will rise up with the 

men of this generation and condemn them, because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 

Wisdom of Solomon; and there is something greater than Solomon here.  On Judgment day the men of 

Nineveh will stand up with this generation and condemn it, because when Jonah preached they repented; 

and there is something greater than Jonah here.” 

We are all familiar with the story of Jonah.  God gives Jonah a second chance by sending him to a 

foreign land to preach repentance.  Jonah’s experience with the whale gave him added stature as a 

prophet.  This wholesale repentance is a miracle, the work of God.  Jonah was a reluctant prophet, thus 

showing the power of God in spite of the weakness of His servant.    

What was the sign of Jonah?  Jesus declined to give His audience signs on demand.  Jonah showed the 

Ninevites the way to God; now Jesus points the way but his hearers, less generous than the Ninevites, 

have refused to take it.  Jesus compares His audience with the Ninevites and the Queen of Sheba.  

Jesus was affirming Jonah’s message.  Salvation is not only for Jews, but also for all people.  Jonah’s 

message to the Ninevites caused them to repent.  The Queen of Sheba praised the God of Israel when 

she heard Solomon’s wisdom.  In contrast, Jesus, the Son of God, came to the people He loved dearly – 

And they rejected Him.  The Jewish people were more liable to judgment for rejecting His message.  The 

Ninevites and the Queen of the South had turned to God with far less evidence than Jesus was giving 

His listeners – and far less than we have today.  With the knowledge and insight available to us today, 

our response to Christ ought to be even more complete and wholehearted. 

I pray that during this time of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


