
Today is March 14, 2019 - Day 9 of the Lenten Season 

 

Thank you for joining me on my Lenten journey of faith.  Any journey is an easier one when we travel 

the road with someone.  Life can be lonely, and the way can be difficult at times.  But through the Grace 

of God and wonderful family and friends, we will get there. 

 

Today’s suggested reading is from the Gospel of Matthew 7:7-12: (NKJV) 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.  For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  Or what 

man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, 

will he give him a serpent?  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!” 

 

“Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

 

These are two very familiar passages to us.  Through the writings of Matthew, Jesus is teaching us 

about effective prayer and the Golden Rule.   

First, Jesus is telling us to never give up our pursuit of God the Father.  We often give up after a few 

half-hearted attempts and conclude that God cannot be found.  Knowing God takes faith, focus and 

follow through, a life-long journey.  Jesus assures us that we will be rewarded.   

Don’t give up!  If a child asks his father for a poisonous snake, would he grant it?  Sometimes we 

unknowingly ask God for a “snake”.  God is a loving father.  He will give us what we need, not what we 

want.  Christ is showing us the heart of God the Father.  He understands, cares and comforts.  If we can 

be kind, imagine how much more kind is the Creator of Kindness.  

Second, Did you know that versions of the Golden Rule existed before Jesus?  They can be found in the 

rabbinical writings, and in the teachings of Hinduism and Buddhism.  However, these versions were 

written in the negative.  For instance Rabbi Hillel’s version, “What is hateful to yourself, do not do to 

someone else.”  Jesus made it a positive command, and in a few words, summarized the ethical 

principles contained in the Law and the Prophets.  This is an easy commandment to remember.  It 

takes more initiative to “do something good” rather than “don’t do something bad”.  Goodness and mercy 

become our watchwords.  Today, think of a good and merciful action you can take today. 

I pray that during this time of Lent our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will lift you up and with the 

grace of the Holy Spirit bring you peace and the sure knowledge that you are loved.  Amen. 


