
Today is Good Friday, April 19, 2019 - Day 45 of the Lenten Season 

 “May these words and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my 

redeemer.” - Psalm 19:14 

 

Thank you for accompanying me on our journey of faith.  In some faiths, this day is also known as Maundy 

Thursday.  Maundy is a derivative word from the Latin “mandatum” or “mandate”, literally a command.  

Today, we are reminded of the interrelationship between the Passover and Holy Communion.  This is a 

solemn day for all Christians, as Jesus commands, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34). 

 

Today’s suggested readings: 

(OT) The Book of Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (NIV) “The Suffering and Glory of the Servant” 

(NT) The Gospel of John 18:1-19:42 (NIV) “Jesus Completes His Mission” 

(NT) The Letter of Paul to the Hebrews 4: 14-16; 5: 7-9 (RSV) “Jesus, the Great High Priest” 

 

A Reading from the Apostle Paul: 

Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us 

hold fast our confession.  For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sinning.  Let us then with confidence 

draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in times of need. 

 

In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to Him Who 

was able to save Him from death, and He was heard for His godly fear.  Although He was a Son, He learned 

obedience through what He suffered; and being made perfect He became the source of eternal salvation to all 

who obey Him, being designated by God, a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

For all Christians throughout the world, today is a day of quiet celebration and remembrance.  It is called 

“Good Friday”.  From the moment Jesus was born, it was His mission to die for our eternal salvation.  “It is 

finished!”  Said another way, “Mission accomplished” or “Paid in Full!”  We must remember that Jesus 

came to finish God’s work of salvation to pay the full penalty for our sins.  That is “Good News”.  Stay 

tuned!  There is more to come! 

 

We cannot avoid the Cross and the death of Jesus.  We should not look away.  If Jesus had not suffered the 

cross and died, God’s plan for our redemption would have been stymied.  The Paschal Lamb would have to 

endure much in order to atone for the sins of the world.  Because man was prone to sin, animal sacrifices 

were very frequent.  The old system of sacrificing living animals as a substitute for the forgiveness of our 

sins was permanently ended with the death of Jesus, the perfect sacrifice. When we use the word “perfect” 

we more often than not use it in the context of an adjective meaning “without blemish”.  Often we forget 

that perfect is also a verb meaning “finished or completed”, as in “The doctor perfected a method to kill 

cancer.” 

 

Jesus, we are filled with so much sorrow for the fact that our sins placed You on the cross to suffer shame, 

disgrace, indignities, and ultimately death.  Father, You love us so much that You sacrificed Your only Son 

to atone for our sins and to grant us eternal salvation.  Please, please forgive us.  Lord, have mercy on us!  

Christ, have mercy on us!  Lord, have mercy on us! 


