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As I begin writing my final Pastor’s Corner, having journeyed with you for the past three years, my mind is 
filled with the greatness and majesty of God and His glorious kingdom.  How vast, how all encompassing and 
pervasive is the eternal kingdom of Almighty God! The Apostle Paul describes the Cosmic Christ and His eter-
nal domain with the following, “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible 
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rules or authorities – all things have been created through Him 
and for Him.  He is before all things and in Him all things hold together.  He also is the head of the body the 
Church.”  Col 1:16-18.  Consider the immensity and magnitude of what is being said here about Jesus Christ, 
creation and the church. 
 
In writing to Timothy, the Apostle Paul contemplates the glory and grace of Jesus Christ; he is taken up with the 
grandeur of Christ and soars with praise, “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be hon-
or and glory forever and ever. Amen!” 
 
There are so many things that I have considered saying to you in this final missive, but I leave you with this one 
all-encompassing thought regarding the centrality of God’s kingdom in our midst.  If we could begin to grasp 
the magnitude of the unseen kingdom of God all around us, the presence of the Almighty with us and in us, and 
the myriads and myriads of magnificent Angels among us, we would begin to get a glimpse of the significance 
for our lives and the all-importance of living for God’s eternal purposes. 
 
When you grasp this all-consuming reality, you are well on the path to renewal, perspective, humility, purpose, 
and successful transition as a church together. 
 

When you have a vision of a BIG God it will lead you to effective, transformational ministry. 
 
In the current series of messages on Foundations for Transition we have discovered that the absolute fundamen-
tal Foundation, is Jesus Christ, and He alone.  No substitutes allowed! As the Apostle Paul declared, “For no 
one can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” Without this as the Founda-
tion for our worship, our fellowship, and our committee-ship, the church is doomed to irrelevance in a world 
seeking authentic spiritual life and vitality.  As clearly stated by A.W. Tozer, “God has not bowed to our nerv-
ous haste nor embraced the methods of our machine age. The one who would know God must give Him time.” 
 
As you begin to gear up for the Pastoral Search Committee, the Bylaws Committee and other activities of the 
church, it is crucial that you keep your focus…on Jesus, for Jesus, and in submission to Jesus as the Head of His 
Church.  All effective work must flow out of this relationship with Christ.  Worship first, work second. Those 
who are on committees and are leaders of the church must make Sunday morning attendance a priority.  We are 
exhorted in the book of Hebrews, “not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but en-
couraging one another.”                
 
My heart is filled with gratitude having been part of you these past three years.  As it should be, we have both 
changed and grown closer to Jesus as we have journeyed together.  Now as it is time for each of us to move on, 
but you will always remain in my heart.                               

 
“But now, we do not yet see all things subjected to Him, but we SEE JESUS” Amen & Amen  

    

In Ministry Together, 
Pastor Earl 
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Moderator’s  Moment  
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father.”  Colossians 1:2 

 
THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

 
I don’t know where to begin (Yes, I do).  To Scott Paul and Alice Shaw for their leadership for another 
fantastic Labor Day Breakfast!  To all the volunteers, it would not have been possible without you.  You 
may not know but the preparations really begin on Saturday when the Cornbread ladies come in and bake 
the fabulous cornbread.  Then early Sunday morning, the home fries preparation begins, then the ham 
preparation.  Then the crew comes back on Sunday afternoon to put out all the tables and chairs on the 
common.  (I may be wrong with the count, but there were 22 tables and 175 chairs on the common).  Then, 
early Monday morning, the fun begins.  The grills are set up, the pancake batter is prepared, and gallons and 
gallons of coffee are made, etc. etc.   
 
This year, we had two new additions to the breakfast.  Angela and Aurora graced us with their presence.  If 
you have seen the pictures on Facebook, the kids (and the adults) adored Aurora.  And, what could I 
possibly say about Dan Chauvin.  Not only is he our own Animal Control Officer, but also his musical 
talents are astounding.  Their presence made the day very special.  Thank you, Janet Garamy for inviting 
them to be part of the breakfast. 
 
Finally, thank you to the approximately 500 people who attended the breakfast.  We really appreciate the 
support.  Comments from the crowd were that the pancakes were fantastic and the home fries were to “die 
for”.  No one left hungry. 
 
And so, here we are at the unofficial/official beginning of a new year at First Church.  Everyone is coming 
back refreshed and invigorated.  The kids are excited to get back to school to see their friends.  Parents are 
semi-excited (kids out of the house, but the team practices have begun)! 
 
Here are some thoughts that I shared in my Sunday message of August 18, 2019: “Faith of Our Fathers, 
Holy Faith”: 
 
“When considering faith, the writer of Hebrews says in 12:1, “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us.”  This “great cloud of witnesses” is composed of those who have 
gone before us in faith.  We don’t have to go back in time very far.  The faithfulness of our parents and 
grandparents is a constant encouragement to us.  Look at all the evidence of faith that Janet Garamy has 
shared with us in her weekly “Did You Know?” section.  We do not struggle alone and we are not the first 
to struggle with the problems we face.  Others have run the race and won and their witness stirs us to run 
and win also.  What an inspiring heritage we have!” 
 
“We know that God kept His promises to our ancestors, to those who founded First Church in Sutton almost 
300 years ago.  And He kept His promises to those who followed them.  Today, by faith and by their 
example, we know that God will keep His promises to us.”  
 
“By faith, we will persevere.  By faith, we will come together as one, sharing with each other, encouraging 
each other, trusting in each other, listening to each other, and praying for each other.  Trusting in the Words 
of Jesus. “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor, to be with you forever.” 
 
“We must have the faith and the confidence that the Holy Spirit will be with us as we approach this critical 
juncture in our life as a Church family.  There is always some form of mental anguish that we feel when we 
are facing important yet difficult choices.  Our daily prayer needs to be, “Come, Holy Spirit, Come!  Guide 
us, we humbly pray!” 
 
“The Pastoral Search Committee and the By-laws Review Committee will be beginning their work in 
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earnest.  The Church Council and the committees will all be doing their part to continue the important 
work of our Church family.  However, they cannot do it alone.  There will be times when they will seek 
input from all the members of the Church.  I know that there is a natural tendency to let someone else or 
some other group make the decisions for us.  I know there are times when we lament having to make a 
decision.  There is a definite internal struggle.  Making decisions with lifelong implications is hard.” 
 
 I would ask four things of each of us: 
 Pray every day that the Holy Spirit will guide us in our decisions. 
 Pray for the courage and the desire to participate in the process.  If there is something important to 

you, speak out. 
 Pray for the enhancement of our abilities to listen and to hear with our hearts as well as our minds. 
 Pray that we continue to love each other as fellow travelers on our journey of faith, as our parents 

and grandparents did. 
 
I am pleased to announce the Members of the Pastoral Search Committee and the By-laws Review 
Committee: 
 
 Pastoral Search Committee:     By-laws Review Committee: 
 Katrinka Arthaud          Rochelle Forsythe       
 Brian Cornwall          Scott Paul    
 Dan Fadden           Alice Shaw       
 Anthony Melia          Kelly Smythe      
 Donna Mitchell          Gary Verrill       
 Scott Paul             
 Alice Shaw             
 Brian Shultz. 
 
Please join me in thanking them for their ministry and in praying for their successful work on our behalf. 

 
Pastor Earl shared a very interesting article with me about communication.  I have become very worked 
up at times when I sense that I am failing to communicate with you.  This is an item written by Rev. Paul 
Nickerson.  He has been a pastor for over 30 years and is a coach/consultant helping to establish new and 
renewing struggling congregations.  He writes: 
 

 “As I travel around the country, I hear church after church say, "We need better communication". 
The discussion that usually follows is around sending out more minutes from meetings, emailing 
more people, setting up more bulletin boards and adding a plethora of announcements to the Sunday 
morning worship service. And even when all those suggestions are implemented, people still 
complain, "We have a communications problem". The reality is that everyone can't have all the 
information all the time. 

 

 But in most cases, there are several other issues that are really at work. These issues include: 
 

 A lack of trust: we elect leaders to lead the congregation but then we don't trust them to meet and 
make decisions. We are suspicious and concerned that leaders might make a decision that we don't 
like. We don't trust so we want to see everything in writing. 

 

 Power: Particularly in churches that have a congregational polity, there is a mistaken belief that we 
have to vote on everything. Of course there are major matters of vision and direction, and financial 
matters that need to come before the Body. But much of the day-to-day work of the church, 
confidential situations involving parishioners and staff and the details of how to live out the vision 
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can't come before everybody for a vote. If we try to do this model we will never do anything. 
 

 Systems: Many churches are still living in antiquated models of governance that require every 
decision to go through several layers of structure for approval. So if I am on a Task force and have a 
creative idea, the Deacons must approve it, then the Property Committee, then Finance, then the 
Council and then the congregation. By the time the creative idea has passed through this many 
hands, I don't even remember what the good idea was! 

 

 So the next time that you hear someone in your church say, "We have a communication problem", 
think again. What is really the issue?” 

 
Looking Forward to September! 
 
 Sept. 3, 2019: Finance Committee @ 7:00pm. 
 Sept. 5, 2019: UNO’s Fundraiser 11:00am-Closing.  CHANGE IN DATE!! 
 Sept. 8, 2019: RALLY DAY!!  CE Meeting at 8:45am. 
 Sept. 8, 2019: Prayer Meeting after worship in Living Room @ 11:30am. 
 Sept. 10, 2019: Diaconate Meeting @ 7pm. 
 Sept. 14, 2019: Waters Farm Apple Peeling Festival @ 8:00am-4:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  Come 

join the fun.  This is a great inter-generational event. 
 Sept. 15, 2019: Church Council Meeting @ 11:30am 
 Sept. 21, 2019: Men’s Fellowship Breakfast @ 8:00-9:30am 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR COFFEE HOUR! 
Please see a Deacon if you are interested. 

 

 
Invite a Friend to Church:  As always, anytime is a perfect time.  We have developed several postcards 
that may be helpful as you extend your invitation.  Please help yourself.  They are located in the front of 
the church, in the Fellowship Hall or in front of the Church Office.  When you invite a friend, you are 
fulfilling one of the Great Commissions given to us by our Lord, Jesus Christ, “Go and make disciples of 
all nations…”.  Who says that the first step can’t be your friends and neighbors? Wouldn’t it be nice to 
know that your friend and neighbor could say, “I (We) am here because my (our) friend asked me (us)”. 
 

Staying informed: 
 LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!!! – “First Congregational Church of Sutton, MA”.  You will find event 

postings and inspirational and daily devotions.  Also, if you want to keep up to date on happenings 
around town, join “The Sutton Site” as well. 

 CHURCH WEBSITE – www.suttonfirstchurch.net  
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me or any other member of your church’s leadership (officers, 
Council and committee members) at anytime.  We are all serving you to the best of our abilities, and we 
would and are happy to answer your questions and concerns. 
 
Peace and blessings! 

Paul 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Join Us 
 

September 21st 
8 am - 9:30 pm 

All our Welcome 
 

Fellowship Hall 
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FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOLFROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOLFROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOLFROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL    

Rally Day is Right around the corner !! 

September 8th at 10:00 AM 

Rally Day is the day when we rally together as church family to celebrate and worship God together.  A 
day, when some of us that have not been around since June and others who may be joining us for the first 
time, to come together in a new way.  For some of us it feels like returning home, home after being 
away: on vacation or just taking a break but for others this is a new experience, a new place, a new 
church family.  So let’s make it a big one!!!!  Be sure to join us as we RALLY together on September 8th 
for the beginning of our exciting and fun Sunday School year!!! 

The children will begin their morning in the sanctuary for a children’s message and 
then will be dismissed for Sunday School.  We will begin with a whole group 
meeting where the children will meet the shepherds and leaders, become 
reacquainted with old friends and meet new ones.  We will all become better 
acquainted with one another, as we play some games, do a F.R.O.G. craft and enjoy 
ice cream sundaes.  

After the worship service, there will be time for parents to register their children for Sunday School, and 
hear news about the church and also to sign up to lead a workshop. 

As we join together on Rally Sunday, we will take our place as teacher and learner in a Christian 
community, our church family. This is what makes a family stand strong together.  We are a gifted 
community through God’s grace, let us each be both a giver and a receiver as our family is called to 
follow in JESUS’ steps. Be sure to join with your church family on September 8th, Rally Sunday. 

7th  and 8th Grade  Shepherds  
Many of our 7th, 8th and 9th graders have readily volunteered to be shepherds in the Sunday School 
Program. The shepherds give a consistent element for our children. Even though the children change 
their classroom environment and workshop leader each week, the shepherd remains the same. The 
children really enjoy getting to know and working with these young people. The children, the leaders and 
I truly depend on these young people. If you are in the 7th grade or beyond and you are interested in 
becoming a shepherd, we would love to have you join us. Please sign up on Rally Day morning or e-mail 
me at Edgerton_deb@yahoo.com                

Confirmation Program 
The rite of Confirmation is the affirmation of baptism, an affirmation of 
faith. The Confirmation Program at FCCS is offered to students in ninth 
grade. The Confirmation Program is offered in order to help the young 
person make an informed and heartfelt decision as they continue on their 
faith journey. The Confirmation Program is designed as a time of 
educational instruction, as well as, an experiential and relational opportunity. 
If you are presently in 9th grade or of high school age and have not yet been 
confirmed but would like to learn more about our Confirmation Program, 
please join our meeting on Wednesday, October 16th  at 7 PM and/or contact 
Deb Edgerton. 
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Remember our  
shut-in with a note or a 

card... 
            
Carolyn Brigham     
Beaumont Nursing Home 
85 Beaumont Dr. 
Northbridge, Ma. 01534  
 
Gert Lacey 
18 Forest St. 
Douglas, Ma. 01516 

Prayers  and 
Concerns 

 

† All first responders 
† All Veterans and active 

Military people 
† All who stand in harms way 
† Our Church 
† Our Community 
† Our Nation 
† Those who are abused, lonely 

and heartsick 
† Those struggling with 

addiction 
† Those who are hungry and 

homeless 
† Janice 
† Clarke 
† Deb 
† Elizabeth 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st  Emily Andrade 
1st  Sawyer Marsh 
1st  Erin Messier 
1st  Ashley Picard 
2nd Taylor Arthaud 
2nd Jessica Picard 
2nd Matthew Picard 
2nd Kaitlyn Roach 
2nd Shannon Roach 
5th Alison Wright 
6th Ellie Rae Osterman 
7th Sara Andrade 
7th Carter McLaughlin 
8th Allison Messier 
10th Marjorie Fisher 
10th Sean Stockhaus 
11th Jaden Nemetz 
11th Jacob Shaw 
12th Jennifer Wagner 
13th Amanda Fitz-Simon 
14th Zachary Emco-Phaneuf 
14th Kaitlyn Hicks 
16th Cole Marsh 
16th Deb Reynolds 
17th Zachary Hicks 
17th Janet LoCastro 
17th Kevin Lyon 
18th Nolan Osterman 
19th Sarah Backholm 
19th Brianna Heller 
20th Diane Burke 
20th Judith Schindler 
21st Patrick Ellsessar 
22nd Edmond Peladeau 
22nd Braden Perry 
23rd Andrew Rice 
25th Jane Backholm 
25th Evan Matukaitis 
26th Rebekah Nydam 
28th Russell Kassatly 
29th Catrina Oberg 
30th Barbara Bordeaux 
30th Carol Matukaitis 
 

Upcoming Sunday School  Calendar 
 
September 8th at 10 AM       Rally Sunday Activities 
September 15 & 22, 29 & October 6  Rotation 1 – Moses 
October 16th at 7 PM        Confirmation Meeting 
              (students and parents) 
 
Our Sunday School program and Youth groups offer many 
opportunities for you to participate in programs where you may teach 
and learn.  You may want to help out once in a while in a special 
program or in a classroom.  Maybe you have a call story, a faith story 
or a favorite Bible story you would like to share.  The Junior Youth 
Group is looking for leadership and there are openings for 
confirmation mentors.  There are many exciting opportunities to work 
with our children and youth.  If I have neglected to ask you personally 
to take part, I apologize, but PLEASE COME AND LET ME KNOW 
YOU ARE INTERESTED.  DON’T MISS OUT ON THE 
REWARDS OF WORKING WITH OUR CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH!! 
 
I always appreciate your questions, comments and suggestions.  
Please don’t hesitate to contact me by phone at church, at home (508) 
344-3230 or by e-mail:  edgerton_deb@yahoo.com 
 
Looking forward to seeing you Sunday!  Deb  

Women’s Fellowship 
News 

Women’s Fellowship will meet 
on Monday, September 23rd at 
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Linda and Bev will lead us in a 
Calligraphy Class. Cost for 
materials is $5.00 payable at the 
meeting. Please bring your own 
lunch. Dessert and beverages will 
be provided. We hope you can 
join us for fun, food and 
fellowship!  



Mike’s Sporting SpiritMike’s Sporting SpiritMike’s Sporting SpiritMike’s Sporting Spirit    

Store HoursStore HoursStore HoursStore Hours    

Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday Wednesday     

9:009:009:009:00----12:00 pm12:00 pm12:00 pm12:00 pm    

Sunday Sunday Sunday Sunday     

11:3011:3011:3011:30----NoonNoonNoonNoon    

Or by appointment call Or by appointment call Or by appointment call Or by appointment call     

508508508508----865865865865----6914691469146914    
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Kitchen Fundra iser  
 

Public House, Sturbridge, Ma. 
October 14, 2019 

 

I ta l ian Feast   
 

all you can eat buffet. 
Please join us. 

 
Marge Duff and Janice Whittier will be 

selling pre-sales tickets soon.  
 
 

 

2019 - Christmas Concert  
  
September 26, 2020 - 300th Anniversary Golf 
Tournament with Wine N Dine and silent auction.  
 
2020 – A Dramatic Event – date TBD. An Evening 
Walk Through Our History, Music, fashion, and a 
few surprises are in store for this event.  
 

2020 – *Trivia Pizza Night- date TBD – test your 
knowledge of our church and town history  
 

HINT - Trivia questions will come from the 
300th Corner. Make sure you save your 
bulletins! 
 

From the Music  
Commit tee  

 

The time has come to replace the Baby Grand Piano 
in the rehearsal room.  It no longer will keep a 
tuning as the pegs which hold the wires are not 
stable.  We do not want to have a tuning paid for it 
since it will not work for more than 2 weeks.  If we 
can all keep an ear to the ground and hear of one, it 
would be good.  It does not need to be in perfect 
condition.  The sound board needs to have no 
cracks and the tuning pegs should be stable to hold 
a good tuning. We would appreciate it if any one 
hears of one to let us know, so we can go and check 
it out 
 
Thank you and have a good day.   
 
Music Committee  



First Congregational Church 
of Sutton, UCC 
307 Boston Road 

Sutton, MA  01590 
 

Address Correction Requested 

Worship and Child Care: 10:00 a.m. 
Church Phone:  508-865-6914 
Email:  fccs@suttonfirstchurch.net 
Web:    www.suttonfirstchurch.net 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS, ETC. 
 

Monday-Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

508-865-6914 

 

If you need assistance 

contact Marie Rochon at 

508-280-6916 

The Spire 
Deadline for the October issue 

is September 15th. The Spire is  

distributed by email or first 

class mail.  Copies are available 

on the table in the hall by the 

church office. 

 To add an event, please 
email the church office 

fccs@suttonfirstchurch.net 
 

This Newsletter is available 
on the  website. 

www.suttonfirstchurch.net 
 

Remember to check us out on 
Facebook.    

THE SPIRETHE SPIRETHE SPIRETHE SPIRE 

NO MATTER WHO YOU ARE,  

OR WHERE YOU ARE ON LIFE’S 

JOURNEY,  

YOU ARE WELCOME HERE. 

September 8th 
10 am 

Join the fun!!! 


